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Countering the U.S. Opioid Epidemic 

With deaths from drug overdoses now surpassing deaths during the height of the AIDS epidemic, 
reducing opioid misuse, substance use disorders (SUD), and overdose is an urgent public health crisis.  
Responding to this complex and evolving epidemic will require leaders from across the public and 
private sector to come together to develop innovative solutions, improve research capabilities, and 
invest in evidence-based approaches to prevent opioid-related harms and increase access to high-
quality substance use disorder (SUD) treatment and recovery support.   
 
The mission of Duke University's Robert J. Margolis, MD, Center for Health Policy is to improve health 
and the value of health care through practical, innovative, and evidence-based policy solutions.  The 


